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Hope for the Future 


LL CHRISTIANS are sorely distressed at the wave of disillu- 
IN THIS ISSUE sienment and moral let-down which has followed the war. 
The bright dreams of a better world, which sustained man in 
his hour of trial, have faded. Men everywhere are asking: What 
can be done to realize the universal longing for peace? {| What 
is the Christian answer to this key question of the age? The an- 
swer, I think, is to be found in terms of human character. Men 
“FULLTIME’’ CHRISTIAN fall short of their ideals and become disillusioned because human 
SERVICE nature cracks under the strain of history. The same old mistakes 
By Lillas H. Dale recur. The same old injustices return in new and aggravated forms. 
Man seems condemned to spin forever in a cycle of ever-recurrent 
EDITORIALS— greed and selfishness. How can we escape this destiny? {| Chris- 
The Ban in New Jersey tianity points the way. The Christian faith in the improvability of 
Nashville, First Church human nature is the hope of mankind’s future. The transformation 
Gandhi’s Great Spirit of the world must take place in men’s hearts. We will have a 
better world when we have better men. Christians who permit 
themselves to become faint-hearted in the presence of cruelty and 
its triumph in this life lack the living faith which could overcome 
Louisiana these odds. . . . It was the Master who said: ‘‘If ye have faith, 
even as a grain of mustard seed, ye can move mountains.’’ The 
world needs that faith today as it staggers under its problems and 
its injustices. Only the Christ . . . can bring that faith to a 
faltering world—CHIANG KAI-SHEK in a radio address to the 
Chinese people. 


THE REAL ISSUES THAT 
DIVIDE US (Part I) 
By D. Maurice Allan 
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Letters to the Editors 





Question: “Can We Have Enough Hymnals?” 





Three Good Suggestions 


To the Editors: 

A British friend of mine, recently in 
this country, reported that she had visited 
scores of churches and in many of them 
there were not enough hymnals to g0 
around. Frequently she would be seated 
in a@ pew where there was no hymnal. 
She, being British, did not know some of 
our particularly American hymns and so 
could not worship through her singing. 

In the final analysis, our churches are 
being very inconsiderate of their guests 
and themselves by allowing this condition 
to exist. If it be economy to have fewer 
hymnals, then practice similar economy 
the next time you have guests for meals. 
Supply the family with knives and forks 
but give the guests no eating utensils. 
They will sit and watch. Just so do many 
of our visitors, yea even our own people, 
come and stand silently while others wor- 
ship through our great hymns simply 
because no one in the last few years has 
investigated to see whether there are 
enough hymnals. 

Here are a few practical suggestions 
for the churches: 

1. Immediately purchase a quantity of 
hymnals equal to at least one-half the 
total seating capacity of your church. In 
this way there will be one hymnal for 
every two people. If at all possible, be 
more generous in your supply than this 
ratio of two to one. Many people like to 
have a hymnal] to themselves. 

2. Instruct your sexton to redistribute 
the books after each service so that they. 
do not all migrate toward one section of 
the church where most of the people sit. 
Do not forget the balcony. Have books 
there too. 

8. Check with our book stores about 
schemes for buying hymnals. For exam- 
ple, many people would like to purchase 
a hymnal as a memorial to some loved 
one. 

Our church needs the spiritual lift given 
by great congregational singing. Here 
is one way to stimulate it. 


Richmond, Va. JAMES R. SYDNOR. 


Millions Can Do What Billions Can’t 


To the Editors: 

Your news item about my address at 
the Foreign Missions Rally in Louisville, 
Kentucky (OUTLOOK, Feb. 9), gives me 
an opportunity to put in another plug 
for the Presbyterian Program of Progress. 

What I said about a billion dollars U. 
S. Government aid for China was a very 
incidental remark in my address. I men- 
tioned this as a figure proposed by many 
friends of China as necessary to help 
China get on her feet economically, 

1 followed this by saying that the aid 
through the Presbyterian Program of 
Progress was on a different level; volun- 
tary aid to the churches and Christian 
institutions of China which have suffered 
so much because of the war, and an ex- 
pression of sympathy and encouragement 
to our fellow Christians in China. The 
amount proposed may seem small com- 
pared with the Government aid program, 
but I believe it will be even more signifi- 
cant in constructive help to China at this 
time, and in meeting China’s deep moral 
and religious needs. 

FRANK W. PRICE. 
Richmond, Va. 


Young People are FOR 


To the Editors: 

Mr. J. D. Trimble, Jr. (OUTLOOK, Jan. 
19), states his opinion “that, if confronted 
with the facts, the young people of our 
church would vote overwhelmingly to 
withdraw from this agency of division 
and discord.” 

As one of those young people, having 
tried by reading and discussion to con- 
front myself with the facts, I doubt that 
seriously. My vote is for the Federal 
Council because we Presbyterians, US, 
know that we cannot do alone the great 
things we must attempt for Christ and 
can attempt in the Federal Council, for 
instance: World Order and the Evangeli- 
zation of America. There are others, as 
you know. 

It is much more important that we co- 
operate than create dissension which 
means utter chaos within our denomina- 
tion, thus, cutting off our noses to spite 
our faces. Let us stand for Christ, not 
for Southern Presbyterianism, as such. 
All the petty differences should be lost 
in the one great task. As Southern Pres- 
byterians we have a job to do, and we 
shall do it well. As Christians, we must 
seek the broader view and enlarge our 
hearts accordingly. 

MARTHA JANE FRENCH. 
Kingsport, Tenn, 


Participation of Retired Ministers 


To the Editors: 

I have reference to letter headed, “What 
is Inactive Status,” in issue of Feb.9.... 

I am not one who might be in the class 
to which your correspondent. refers; 
rather, I am among the youngest men in 
the ministry in point of service, but I 
have enough sensitivity to feel for those 
saints of God so slandered and maligned. 

I am persuaded that without the guid- 
ing hand of experience that our older 
brethren possess, our church would be 
badly deficient. I am also convinced, 
thoroughly so, that the Christian church 
today isn’t making nearly so much prog- 
ress as she did in years gone by. Per- 
sonally, ANY of the brethren who have 
reached the age of retirement is welcomed 
to vote in my place on any issue pertain- 
ing to the advancement of the Kingdom 
of God in the world. I honor them, re- 
spect them, and thank them for their zeal 
and efficient labors for Him. 

Who is it who would de-emphasize the 
work of missions, both home and foreign? 
Who is it who would compromise on 
the vital issues concerning spiritual life 
and death? Certainly not the “cold 
clammy hands” of those who have walked 
with God through much hotter noondays 
and successfully pioneered in things of 
the Spirit, but the egotistical of the 
“warm and progressive present.” 

If we can’t be Christian in our attitude, 
let us get out of the Christian church. 
Fitzgerald, Ga. R. G. SCHWANEBECK. 





To the Editors: 

Re: “Vote Without Responsibility Ques- 
tioned,” by “Name Withheld” (OUTLOOK, 
Feb. 9). Congratulations to the writer, 
that he still has sufficient self respect to 
withhold his name from such unworthy 
and unbecoming suggestions or inferences 
concerning God’s aged servants. 


Davidson, N. C. W. S. PATTERSON. 


To the Editors: 

- . It is a thing far more to be feared 
than being held back by the conservatism 
of age that we should rob ourselves of 
the judgmert and spiritual growth of the 
mature in Christ, or that we should limit 
the free expression of any man’s opinion 
on the basis of the chronological age he 
claims—a purely arbitrary distinction! 
Most of the bigots I know are not of re- 
tirement age, but are young, vigorous men 
with closed minds. 

MARJORIE PATTERSON. 
Rock Hill, 8. C. 


On a Search for Truth 


To the Editors: 

I am the guy about whom you have 
been printing articles and letters since 13 
October, 1947. This letter is written only 
after long hesitation but with the hope 
that it may shed some light to those 
who are interested about what goes 
through the mind of an ex-candidate for 
the Presbyterian ministry. This is an in- 
dividual account. I doubt the possibility 
of any generalization being true. 

Dr. Foreman who brought up this 
timely question in October contributed to- 
ward its answer in his article on “Fire 
Is Clean” (Jan. 19). This sentence illus- 
trates the analogy I wish to bring out: 
“If you are about fifty years of age you 
have had the use of about seven bodies 
already.” By the time one reaches that 
age has he not had the use of as many 
minds? As we grow through infancy and 
childhood to become adults we surely 
think, if not with entirely different minds, 
at least with drastically different atti- 
tudes toward our surroundings. As we 
come to the time when we break the old 
family ties and take upon ourselves the 
responsibilities of a new home that is our 
own, so we must break away from old 
authorities and establish for ourselves a 
relationship with God that we can truly 
call our own. The only faith that can 
be good enough to justify or sorry enough 
to condemn me in the sight of God is my 
own. 

When I came under care of presbytery 
I thought I knew what I believed. Now 
I realize that I don’t. On the other hand, 
I know what I want. I want to get to 
know as much as I can about the truth. 
I am willing to gamble my life on a 
search for truth that begins from scratch. 
Some may look with horror upon that 
statement. But it is my conviction and I 
claim the right to it before men be- 
cause I think it is my only right rela- 
tionship to God. 

You see, then that to be honest I must 
not call myself a candidate for the Pres- 
byterian ministry. I must not be obli- 
gated to any conclusion or doctrine be- 
cause then my search would be a farce. 
Ten years from now I may be the most 
orthodox Presbyterian you ever saw, but 
I do net profess to know what the fu- 
ture holds because my thinking has sur- 
prised me too many times already. 

We live in the atomic age and for it 
we need an atomic religion. The religion 
itself may have existed but to this day 
men have not had enough of any religion 
to keep them from each others throats 
as individuals and as nations. To become 
masters rather than victims of the atom 
we must find either what is wrong with 
our present practices or a religion that is 
more effective. 

If you want respect for your religious 
faith, allow me to expect that too. I see 
no reason why we should hesitate to work 
together toward solving the problems 
that confront us. 


Davidson, N.C. VERNON B. McGEHEE. 
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Bishop Dislikes Propaganda 


Wants Protestant Efforts in Spain to Be Prohibited; Says Roman Catholic 
Nations Have Right to ‘‘Impede Heretical Contagion’’ 


Madrid. (RNS)—An article by Bishop 
Zacarias Vizcarra, spiritual director of 
Spanish Catholic Action, denouncing 
“propaganda against the Catholic relig- 
ion’ by Protestant sects in Spain ap- 
peared here in Ecclesia, official Catholic 
Action publication. 

“Spain has not had the misfortune of 
changing its religion,’’ Bishop Vizcarra 
wrote, “and does not wish that other 
people, less fortunate in this respect, 


should come here to offer her participa- 
tion in their misfortune.”’ 

Asserting that only one in every 4,- 
000 Spaniards is a ‘“‘dissident,’’ the 
bishop declared that ‘Catholic nations, 
which preserved the spiritual integrity 
which all Christian nations possessed 
before the division of Christianity, have 
a right to impede heretical contagion by 
prohibiting its propaganda.” 

Editorial, page 8. 





FEDERAL COUNCIL VOTE, 57-23 





Presbyteries marked * below have 
changed their vote since the same ques- 
tion was faced in 1937-38. Where all pres- 
byteries in a synod have voted, ¢ follows 
the synod’s name. 

AGAINST FOR 
ALABAMA 
Tuscaloosa, 28-10 Birmingham, 27-11 
*E. Ala. 36-10 Mobile, 20-0 
N. Ala., 19-10 


Knoxville, 30-13 
Holston, 27-17 
*Asheville, 26-19 


*Abingdon, 24-21 


ARKANSAS 
Washburn, 9-1 
*Pine Bluff, 14-12 
Arkansas, 27-28 

FLORIDA? 

Suwannee, 38-7 
*St. Johns, 56-33 

GEORGIA$ 
Athens, 15-6 
*Cherokee, 18-7 
*Savannah, 18-9 
*S. W. Ga., 21-3 
*Atlanta, 55-37 
*Macon, 20-2 

*Augusta, 12-12 

KENTUCKY? 
Transylvania, 20-1 
Lex.-Ebenezer, 28-0 
*Guerrant, 8-0 
*Muhlenburg, 17-3 

Louisville, 62-0 

LOUISIANA? 

*Louisiana, 18-14 New Orleans, 30-5 
*Red River, 15-14 
MISSISSIPPI¢ 

*N. Miss., 12-17 


Florida, 24-9 


Miss., 18-8 
Meridian, 47-7 
C. Miss., 80-16 
E. Miss., 18-11 
MISSOURI$ 
Potosi, 12-3 
Lafayette, 13-5 
Upper Mo. 
*Missouri, 16-6 
*St. Louis, 18-5 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Concord, 56-49 Albemarle, 27-4 
*Kings Mtn., 33-24 *Fay’vl, 44-34 
Mecklenbrg, 49-44 W.-Salem, 37-11 
Granville, 34-13 
Orange, 49-25 
Wilmington, 33-11 


OKLAHOMA$ 
*Indian 
Durant, 13-1 
*Mangum 
SNEDECOR MEMORIAL 


*N. & S. C. 
*Ethel 


SOUTH CAROLINAS 


Charleston, 18-8 
*Piedmont, 15-9 


*Congaree, 11-8 
Bethel, 23-20 
Pee Dee, 23-22 
Enoree, 37-23 
8. C., 28-9 
Harmony, 20-15 


TENNESSEE 


Columbia, 17-7 
*Nashville, 25-13 
TEXAS 


Paris, 19-14 *Brazos, unanimous 

Central Texas 

*Dallas, 31-12 

El Paso 

Texas-Mexican, 23-1 

*W. Texas, 58-8 
Mid-Texas, 37-12 


VIRGINIA 


Lexington, 29-1 
*Roanoke, 87-11 

E. Hanover, about 70-3 
*Potomac, 25-2 
*Winchester, 21-13 
*W. Hanover, 17-16 
Norfolk, 41-16 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Greenbrier, unanimous 
*Kanawha, 45-5 


Nashville Church Is 
Facing Major Issue 


In Relocation Study 


Minister’s Sermon Makes 


Open Appeal for Peace 


Daily papers in Nashville have been 
reporting in considerable detail discus- 
sions in the First Presbyterian church 
of that city having to do with the pos- 
sible re-location of the church or addi- 
tion to the plant on its present site. 

On the last Sunday morning in Jan- 
uary, the minister, Walter R. Courtenay, 
made what the newspapers described as 
“an open appeal for peace’”’ in the con- 
gregation in a “prepared, 20-page ser- 
mon delivered with ‘regret,’” in which 
he referred to the existence of “irre- 
sponsible and at times vindictive con- 
versations’” occasioned by the proposed 
move. 

Dr. Courtenay said the church’s sur- 
vey committee, which was appointed in 
the spring of 1944 to study and recom- 
mend the institution’s building needs, 
had been ‘‘pictured as some kind of evil 
monster, bent on destroying this church, 
It has ben whispered about that they 
were out to shove their report down the 
throat of the church .. . and to compel 
the church to sell this historic site. It 
is just not true.” 

Members of the committee who have 
signed both the majority and the 
minority reports he praised as “‘people 
who have served this church and com- 
munity with honor and have given 
liberally of time, energy and money to 
the maintenance and progress of this 
church, yea, far in advance of many who 
have now assumed the role of knights 
in silver armor who alone have the wel- 
fare of this church at heart.” 


Asks Study of Reports 


Dr. Courtenay appealed for suspended 
judgments until there is opportunity to 
read, and prayerfully to consider, the 
reports. “I have no desire,” he said, “to 
be the head of a church that constantly 
loses itself in inner strife. If we are 
to have a church war on our hands 
every time we have to face and make a 
major decision there will never be peace 
and unity in this church, nor will we 
ever be sufficiently consecrated, in- 
formed and inspired to attempt great 
things for God. Church fights inevi- 
tably arise when a few individuals seek 
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to settle things for the majority, or fail- 
ing to get their way, then seek to frus- 
trate the will of the majority. The 
Presbyterian Church is a democratic 
organization in which the majority 
should be followed.” 

Regardless of what the final decision 
is, he said, ‘‘as long as it is reached by 
fair and honest means, I intend to fol- 
low the majority in this church, and I 
sincerely hope you will do likewise with 
proper Christian love and purpose.” 


Difficulty in 1942 


In 1942 the church suffered a split 
which led to the formation of the 
Trinity Presbyterian Church under the 
ministry of Thomas C. Barr, who re- 
signed as pastor of the First church. In 
referring to his own relationship to the 
church, Dr. Courtenay said: 

“During my years in Nashville I have 
found myself asking, Why am [ here? 
Was it not foolish for me to attempt to 
unify and lead a congregation that had 
experienced a bitter battle within its 
membership? Was it not adolescent to 


believe that I could revive and recon- 
struct a church that was wounded in 
spirit, fearful of change, divided in 
loyalty, and allergic to leadership? 
Being an aggressive person, was it not 
fool-hardy to assume that a church, 
which had been more or less indifferent 
to its problems and needs for a long 
time, would follow me forward as I 
sought to rebuild it into a mighty 
power for God? Would not the long 
sleep and the nightmare keep it jittery 
for years to come and water down my 
leadership? Since the best ministers in 
the Southern church were not interested 
in assuming leadership here was it sen- 
sible for me to do so? (Dr. Courtenay 
was formerly pastor in Neenah, Wis.— 
Eds.) 

‘“‘Had I known the weight of the work 
here, the headaches and heartaches, and 
the full story of the years, I would not 
have possessed sufficient courage to 
tackle the job. God kept some things 
covered, and I believe he did so because 
he knew the task would appear impos- 
sible to me. But in my blindness he 





The Army and the Problem of Peace 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





N OFFICIAL army publication has 
just made a remarkable pro- 
nouncement upon the race prob- 

lem, advising our soldiers that race 
riots, lynching and other manifesta- 
tions of racial animosity weaken the 
cause of democracy in the whole world. 

The advice is remarkable only be- 
cause it comes from the army with 
which one does not usually associate 
this kind of ethical sensitivity. 

After attending several international 
conferences in recent months I have a 
shrewd suspicion that I understand the 
motives of the army’s interest in this 
problem. One of the most surprising 
aspects of the international situation is 
the degree of sympathy which students 
from Asia and Africa express for the 
Communist cause. 

This attitude is as true at Christian 
conferences as at more secular meet- 
ings. The Communism, or the sympa- 
thy for Communism, of the Africans 
and Asiatics has nothing to do with 
economic theory and it is usually quite 
unaware of the significance of the ten- 
sions between Communism and the 
West in Europe. 

It is motivated solely by interest in 
the race issue. The young intellectuals 
of the ‘‘colored”’ continents need some 
way of expressing their resentment 
against the pretensions of superiority 
by the white races. They use Russia 
or Communism as a vehicle for the ex- 
pression of that resentment. 

One is at first surprised at this turn 
of events, failing to understand the 
plausibility of it. But if one talks with 
these representatives from Asia and 
Africa it soon becomes apparent that 


two facts give the idea plausibility. 
First, the Communist parties and stu- 
dent clubs are rigorously interracial. 
Second, Russia makes a point of cham- 
pioning the cause of colonial peoples. 


At a conference in London, from 
which I recently returned, I listened 
to an interesting debate between a 
young Dutchman and an Indian on this 
issue. The Dutchman sought to prove 
to the Indian that the Russian interest 
in colonial peoples was purely oppor- 
tunistic, being meant to embarrass the 
western powers. But the man from 
India would not be convinced. He de- 
clared that even if the criticism were 
justified he would still support Russia 
against the white world. 

I doubt whether any heart, filled with 
racial hatred, is ever changed by the 
knowledge of the embarrassing effect of 
such hatred upon the destiny of de- 
mocracy in its struggle with Commun- 
ism. Hatred is not displaced by love 
through such prudential motives. 


We can therefore not expect any 
great change in racial tensions at home 
by pointing to the deleterious effects 
of such tensions upon our moral pres- 
tige in the world. It is nevertheless 
important to know that this is the ef- 
fect. 


The army is therefore quite right in 
calling attention to it. I noted at the 
conferences to which I have referred 
that youngsters were deeply impressed 
by the vigor with which the colored 
continents expressed their resentments 
of our pretensions of superiority. Some 
good may come from this knowledge. 
—(Copyright, 1948 by RNS.) 
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gave me something better than fore- 
knowledge—his hand and his blessing.” 


Sought Best Counsel 


With a review of his ministry, Dr. 
Courtenay went on, ‘That all changes 
would not meet with universal approval 
was apparent to me from the beginning. 
Opposition to change is characteristic of 
certain types of people. What I did not 
know was that such opposition can be 
a boulder in a man’s path by day and 
a stone in his stomach at night. Had 
I listened to some [ would have become 
an ecclesiastical chameleon, changing 
my color from group to group, and hay- 
ing no distinctive quality save that of 
being all things to all men. Had I 
listened to others I would have become, 
not the leader of this congregation, but 
the spiritual janitor, doing only what 
I was instructed to do, and doing only 
what had been done for a hundred 
years. And there were some who would 
have me advocate changes so radical 
that not even Henry Wallace would have 
accepted them. From the beginning | 
have sought the best counsel in this 
membership, and I have tried to be true 
to my purpose for being here: To lead 
you into new greatness and to greater 
consecration and service.” 

The Nashville church has 1,594 mem- 
bers. It is usually thought of in con- 
nection with the long service of James 
I. Vance, who was pastor from 1894 to 
1900 and from 1910 to 1936. Upon 
his retirement, his associate, Dr. Barr, 
became pastor. After the division and 
the formation of Trinity church, Dr. 
Courtenay became pastor in 1943. 

Editorial, page 8. 


Mexican Episcopal Church 
Favors Forming Council 

Mexico City. (RNS)—A _ resolution 
pledging cooperation with other Prot- 
estant churches in efforts to form a Fed- 
eral Council of Churches in Mexico was 
adopted by the Mexican Episcopal 
Church at its 34th annual convention 
in San Pedro Martir near here. There 
are more than 4,000 Episcopalians in 
Mexico, with 32 churches and 256 
ordained ministers. 


Benevolences For 10 Months 
Show Continued Gains 

Benevolences received by General 
Assembly agencies for ten months of 
the church year, ending January 31, are 
reported as follows: 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $176,917; increase, $51,- 
310. 

Assembly’s Training School (Rich- 
mond), $29,801; increase, $2,904. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $255,905; increase, 
$15,610. 

Foreign Missions (Nashville), $708,- 
163; increase, $65,754; Program of 
Progress, $21,662. 

Home Missions (Atlanta), $288,056; 
increase, $12,989. Program of Progress, 
April through January: $167,460. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 5 


@ A Southern Presbyterian elder looks at movements operating 


within the church today and points out what seem to him to be 


The Real Issues That Divide Us 


By D. MAURICE ALLAN* 


HE TIDAL WAVE of conservative reaction that has 
T swept over our church, especially in the deeper South, 

has many causes. It is imperative that we under- 
stand these causes if we as a church are to resolve our 
differences and go forward in a spirit of united enthusiasm 
and consecration. Those of us who have listened to de- 
bates on the Federal Council and the Plan of Reunion 
have become increasingly aware that there are profound 
differences in principle as well as divergences of outlook 
and motive between the dissenting parties. It may be said 
of our liberals and conservatives, as Sidney Smith said of 
two women quarrelling over their backyard fence: “These 
two parties will never agree because they are arguing from 
different premises.”’ 


The first clash of principle concerns the doctrine of the 
spirituality of the church. Our ultra-conservatives believe 
that the Christian Church must maintain its purity by ab- 
staining from social, political or economic pronouncements. 
They are against the Federal Council largely because it 
“meddles in’? such secular affairs. As one of our men 
puts it, they believe “‘that the church should teach only the 
Bible, God’s Holy Word, and that the knowledge of God’s 
Holy Word will, through the blessings of his Holy Spirit, 
change the lives of those who accept Christ and him cruci- 
fied so that they as individual citizens will help to solve 
economic, political, social and racial problems.’’ He adds: 
“The Church of the Living God should not waste its 
preeious time in an effort to help solve economic, political, 
social and racial problems which the Federal Council 
through its executive committee is now doing. . . .” In 
the writer’s opinion this position is not only a misappli- 
eation of the much sounder doctrine of the separation of 
church and state but it is unscriptural, irrational, obsolete 
and even dangerous. 


Whatever the Government, We Have a Theocracy 


The Scriptures portray a long line of Hebrew prophets 
standing forth against the temporal powers, protesting 
against social and economic wrongs, warning against false 
alliances and deceitful balances, exerting their influence 
boldly to change oppressive acts of government. Although 
we think of these prophets as individuals, it is certain that 
in many cases at least they were the voices of whole 
prophetic movements and that they represented groups of 
like-minded men. Both the Old and the New Testament 
teach emphatically that religion is not an affair of the 
Sabbath or of feast days or any other fenced-off realm, 
but is meant to rule and pervade the whole of life. What- 
ever the prevailing form of government, we are never to 
forget that we are really under a theocracy. When our 
Lord, no doubt with the help of his disciples, overthrew 
the tables of the money-changers, he was interfering both 
with unjust economic gain and with the civil authority 
which sanctioned it. Though the early Christian Church 
was too much persecuted to exert an influence upon pub- 
lic affairs, the relevance of Christian ethics to matters of 
race, business and government was constantly held up as 
a challenge. The apostolic leaders in their councils made 
decisions relative to social and racial discrimination quite 
as revolutionary as any which we face today. 

The Reformers, even though they stood out against the 
temporal power of the Papancy and leaned over very far 
to avoid this Romanist error, were far from advocating 





*Dr. Allan is an elder in the Hampden-Sydney, Va., 
church, an active leader in West Hanover Presbytery. He 
is a recognized student of philosophy and psychology, the 
author of The Realm of Personality (Abingdon-Cokesbury). 


the exclusive spirituality of the church. The following 
statement by a gifted French writer, quoted by Dr. Walter 
L. Lingle, is a very fair statement of Calvin’s position: 
“Calvin . . taught that the duty of the individual was 
not to concentrate upon himself, but rather to cooperate 
in furthering the will of God in the world. Born anew 
through grace, the Calvinist had a mission to carry out; 
namely to purify the life of the community and to uplift 
the state. He cannot admit two separate spheres of ac- 
tion, for he believes that the influence of Christ should 
dominate every aspect of life. He considers it of utmost 
importance that the virtuous should take their place in the 
life of the community as active Christians, whereas in 
former times they withdrew from the world in order to 
remain pure.” 


Individual vs. Corporate Witnessing 


But, it may be said, should not the Christian take a stand 
for civic righteousness solely as an individual? If the 
sole alternative to this is that the church should officially 
operate as a political bloc or pressure group, the answer 
would be Yes. But the disjunction here is an invalid one, 
for there is a third alternative. The events of recent years 
have given evidence that the church can influence and help 
to create an ethically enlighted public opinion by speaking 
with a united voice. A single example of this is the vital 
part played by the Federal Council’s Commission on a Just 
and Durable Peace in the drafting of the United Nations 
Organization, especially in the high ethical tone of the 
Charter. 

When the church unitedly witnesses to the eternal prin- 
ciples of Christian justice and mutuality without which 
government, industry and international comity cannot long 
prosper, the world listens. The reason why we were so 
late in discovering the efficacy of this social witness is that 
the various Protestant churches were too timid and too 
divided to discover their potential influence. When able 
and sincere leaders of many different communions did 
gather around the council table to apply Christ’s teaching 
to many almost untouched areas of life, they found that 
their agreement was far greater than they had suspected. 
They also found that each type of religious body had some- 
thing unique to contribute to the common fund of wisdom. 
This discovery of common Christian convictions has given 
the church new courage. What if the entire Christian 
Church in Germany had fearlessly rebuked Hitler in the 
name of God as Pastor Niemoeller and the Confessional 
Church did? Might not the tragic history of the past 
decade been different? Be that as it may, having proved 
that a collective witness, democratically arrived at, is ef- 
fective, must not Protestant Christians regard it as their 
binding Christian duty to exercise it? 


Silence on Controversial Issues? 


If I correctly understand the writer to whom I have pre- 
viously referred, he would have the church keep silent on 
all controversial issues involving labor-management rela- 
tions, the race question, civil rights and our free enterprise 
system. Now most of us would agree that some church- 
men have gone too far in their reforming zeal and also 
that the church should not take sides as between employer 
and labor or any other opposing factions, except to pro- 
test against wrong. But to say that our present social 
order and our American way of life are immune from criti- 
cism from the standpoint of an alert, Christian conscience, 
would be to turn our backs not only on the great prophetic 
movement of Bible times but on much of the church’s his- 
toric witness since Pentecost. 
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Individual vs. Social Salvation 


Closely related to this first principle is the belief of many 
that the salvation of the individual soul is separate from 
and superior to the redemption of society. But on grounds 
similar to the above, most Christian thinkers now believe 
that life is a seamless whole, that it cannot be safely and 
sanely compartmentalized in any such manner. The lofti- 
ness and the vitality of the Christian ethic is meant to per- 
meate and transform every area of man’s corporate life 
as well as his individual existence. The salvation of the 
soul is tremendously important both because it is super- 
natural and because it is the beginning of the Christian 
life. But, as a beginning, it is never complete and has 
to be developed by Christian nurture, expressed in daily 
conduct and lived out in every realm of human affairs. In 
a striking civic analogy, our Lord said: “A city that is set 
upon a hill cannot be hid.” The more nearly we can es- 
tablish a community or a nation in which little children 
are safe, in which womanhood is respected, in which em- 
ployer and worker give of their best in comradeship to 
the common good, and in which no class is oppressed and 
no rival nation hated, the faster we hasten the coming of 
our Lord’s kingdom. In this light, those who bring the 
Gospel message to the individual heart and those who toil 
to make the social order Christian are equally doing his 
will. If this be true, those who say we are wasting valu- 
able time in debating the ecumenical movement and the 
social gospel are profoundly mistaken. They are setting 
up the part as the whole; and man never does this save 
to his peril. 


Is There Only One Standard of Orthodoxy? 


Another major premise that divides us is the assump- 
tion that there is one orthodox, standard interpretation of 
the Scriptures and of Christian doctrine; one set of in- 
spired verbal formulas by which we may judge who are 
true Christians and what denominations are truly Chris- 
tian in the sight of God. We should start out by saying 
quite humbly that our ultra-conservative brethren may be 
quite right about this and in their view that the West- 
minister Confession of Faith is just such a standard. But 
are they not confusing two different things? One is that 
the Westminster Confession is our own historic creed, to 
be held in high loyalty and esteem as a truly great and 
on the whole true expression by finite minds of Scriptural 
teaching on matters that really transcend our human wis- 
dom. The other is that we can rightfully expect other 
Christians of other folds, with diverse historical develop- 
ments, diverse interpretations of the Bible and diverse ex- 
perience in applying sacred truth to their varying needs, to 
believe exactly the same as we do on all matters of doc- 
trine. 


Let us grant that the substitutionary view of the atone- 
ment is definitely taught by our standards and that it is 
an extremely important doctrine, the very essence of our 
Christian faith. But the fact remains that many sincere 
and thoughtful Christians, belonging to different evangeli- 
cal faiths, believe that the great words ‘He died for my 
sins’’ represent something more personal, more inspira- 
tional or more expressive of the infinite love of God than 
the rather legalistic language of our creedal statement. 
If it is ours at all to judge the reality of their Christian 
profession, should we not judge them by the quality of 
their lives more than by the exact terminology they use? 
Again, the expression “‘Divine Lord and Savior” and the 
term ‘“‘Christ’s Divinity’’ are stumblingblocks to those who 
insist that the term ‘“deity’’ be always inserted to safe- 
guard the confessional meaning. But, to take a case in 
point, Dr. Leslie Weatherhead, whose writings have inspired 
multitudes on both sides of the Atlantic and whose Chris- 
tian devotion is examplary, uses the expression “Divinity 
of Christ’’ and prefers a vital-personal approach to the 
Atonement. Yet most of us would be proud to associate 
ourselves with so genuine a Christian. In all such mat- 
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ters, it seems better for us to err on the side of being too 
trusting and to defer to others’ modes of expression, rather 
than to be too suspicious and fall into the sin of spiritual 
pride. It is certainly our duty as Christians to respect the 
convictions and language patterns of other Christians who 
differ from us even on vital matters. 


Is It Inerrancy or Chaos? 


This insistence upon a standard doctrinal test comes to 
a head in the matter of Scriptural authority and Revela- 
tion. Many conservatives hold that the theory of iner- 
rancy or plenary inspiration is the only alternative to chaos 
of belief. As a fine, young conservative minister said to 
a group of us recently, “If you give up the plenary view 
of Inspiration, what have you to tie to?” But it is possi- 
ble to respect such convictions and yet see that this is look- 
ing for security in the wrong place. To many thought- 
ful Christians today, the great weakness of this view is 
that it places all of the Bible on one level. It fails to do 
full justice to the advancing and ever-expanding view of 
the love and justice of God and of the universality of moral 
and spiritual obligation which are the true glory of the 
Scriptures. Two other alternatives, closely allied with 
this “progressive view of Revelation,’ deserve our respect- 
ful hearing. One is the liberal view that “when Jesus 
speaks, God speaks most explicitly.” Or, as Dr. W. R. 
Matthews expresses it, “Our supreme Authority is not 
Luther or Augustine, or even St. Paul, but Christ.” The 
other is the view typified by Dr. Emil Brunner, that through 
the pages of Holy Writ God’s Word expressed most per- 
fectly in Jesus Christ, his Son, confronts us directly and 
this supreme Revelation is confirmed by the coherent wit- 
ness of the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit and the Church. 
It is theologically important to discover which of these 
and other views is the nearest approximation to the truth. 
But it is more important for Christians to love the Bible, 
to respect the differing interpretations of other Christians 
as to what it says, and to apply its truth to their lives and 
to the problems of their age. 

The practical importance of this difference in interpre- 
tation can be illustrated by two points. One is the doc- 
trine of the brotherhood of man. Our ultra-conservatives 
tend to teach that, according to the Scriptures, only those 
who are in Christ are brothers. Liberals and many con- 
servatives hold that even though only the true followers 
of Christ enter into the full possibilities of divine sonship 
and human brotherhood yet we should regard all men 
as our brothers in the sight of God and treat them ac- 
cordingly. Granting that there are only a few passages in 
which the word “brother” is used in Scripture in the uni- 
versal sense, the parables of the Prodigal Son and of the 
Good Samaritan, interpreted by the Savior’s own example, 
teach the paramount duty of human brotherliness, first in 
the church and then in all the relationships of life. A 
second and even more divisive issue is that of war. Ultra- 
conservatives generally hold that war is ordained by God 
at least in certain stages of human history. Liberals who 
believe that the Sermon on the Mount is not only our high- 
est authority but is unrestricted in its application teach 
that peace and reconciliation among men have always been 
intended by God. This is compatible, however, with the 
view that a righteous and orderly use of force is necessary 
to restrain lawless men and nations when every other re- 
sort fails. 


Is God Still Speaking? 


A final major premise that divides us is the assumption 
that true religion can be intellectually static but emotion- 
ally dynamic; in other words, that God is not now speak- 
ing to the church and imparting new truth just as gen- 
uinely as he did at Pentecost, in the Reformation, and in 
the Westminster Assembly. To one who reads our most 
staunchly conservative periodical appreciatively, there ap- 
pears a warm glow of evangelical fervor, a high view of 
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the Word of God and a single-hearted devotion to our Lord 
and Savior. These are wholly admirable and put some 
liberal publications to shame. But the framework of thought 
belongs to a bygone century. Almost unhinted at are the 
great Christian writings of the past half-century, those of 
Walter Rauschenbusch, T. R. Glover, William Temple, Karl 
Barth, Emil Brunner, Nicolai Berdyaev, E. Stanley Jones 
and Reinhold Niebuhr, to name but a few. To this period 
belongs the discovery that Christ’s parables, almost neg- 
lected by earlier generations, reveal a whole theology of 
God’s love as well as a dynamic ethic; that the Sermon on 
the Mount has an urgent meaning for today; that Chris- 
tian nurture is as vitally important as the rebirth; that 
life is a sacramental whole and must be redeemed person- 
ally, socially, politically, economically and internationally; 
that the church has a worldwide task that can be success- 
fully accomplished only in a spirit of Christian unity and 
statesmanlike counsel, that is, with a “global strategy.” 
Perhaps these are but re-discoveries but their challenging 
relevance has been seen by men who were keenly alert 
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to the intellectual changes as well as to the spiritual needs 
of their epoch. 

After all, what we most properly admire in Augustine, 
Pascal, Luther, Calvin and John Knox, is not that they 
expressed Christian truth once for all, but that they spoke 
God’s contemporary message to their own time. It is rea- 
sonable, then, to believe that he uses the minds of reverent, 
clear-thinking men in our age. Why should new truth 
unfold in the scientific realm and not in the spiritual? 
What our church most urgently needs at the present junc- 
ture is ministers and laymen who unite in their persons 
unshakeable convictions, grounded in the eternal verities, 
and steadily growing minds, eager for new light. 


(EDITORS’ NOTE—In his next article, Dr. Allan con- 
siders what he calls some of the “deeper differences, diver- 
gences of underlying motive and emotional outlook.” It 
is scheduled to appear next week. The two articles will 
be available in reprinted form at five cents each or 50 for 
$1.00.) 


**Full-time’’ Christian Service 
By LILLAS H. DALE* 


HE TIME HAS COME, it seems to me for the church 

to consider its use of the phrase “full-time Chris- 

tian service.’’ Probably, some one better qualified 
should open this discussion. But I consider the present, 
usual application of this phrase “full-time Christian serv- 
ice’”’ responsible 
for some real 
weaknesses in the 
lives of Christians 
today. So at the 
risk of displaying 
ignorance and in- 
adequacy in re- 
gard to this ques- 
tion, I offer my 
opinion with the 
hope that others 
may be willing to 
give real help on 
it. 

The phrase 
“full-time Chris- 
tian service” in its 
present usage is 
generally applied to those persons employed by the church 
for a “‘professional’’ service. We believe these persons are 
called of God for a peculiar service to him and to man for 
which they are dedicated, trained and in which they ac- 
quire certain skills. These are our ministers, missionaries, 
certain lay workers, etc. We offer them honor and respect 
and grateful appreciation as we thank God for them. We 
recognize their very real place of dignity, worth and in- 
dispensable value to the Kingdom. 


In a proper desire to give these ‘“‘professional’” workers 
the recognition due them, we have limited the meaning of 
the phrase “full-time Christian service” to their particular 
call. This limitation of the meaning of this phrase to a 
small selected group holds two logical implications. 

First, if a small specially chosen few is called to ‘‘full- 
time Christian service,’’ the rest of us may not be “‘called”’ 
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these columns as one of the paper’s new contributing edi- 
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representative on the United Council of Church Women. 


to anything; at least, to no more than “part-time serv- 
ice” to be given when and if convenient. In most instances 
this viewpoint is not consciously admitted. 

The second implication is that only certain types of 
service may be called Christian service, therefore only these 
types fall under “full-time” and only certain people are 
called to them. 


Calculated Service 


The Christian living of many of us adults in the church 
gives evidence of these two ideas. We “give’’ so much 
time per week to Christian service. Many of us punch a 
time-clock on it. We may not “live” any time per week 
in Christian service. Isn’t that the same principle as going 
regularly to mass and doing as one pleases the remainder 
of the time? 

Can living and service be separated? When do we live, 
when do we serve? We all believe Christianity is God’s 
Word lived out in the flesh. Or do we? 

What would happen in this world, in this nation, in my 
community, if every Christian were sincerely attempting 
to see people as God sees them, to have the mind of Christ, 
to live his spirit? Doctors, lawyers, ditch-diggers, indus- 
trialists, teachers, labor ieaders, cooks, home-makers— 
called to ‘full-time Christian service” in every area of 
ordinary daily living, and accepting the call. 

Men, women and young people called to out-live those 
who do not know Christ; called to show that the Christian 
way is the better way, and doing it. 

To help this majority group of Christians are those men 
and women, our “professionals,” called to a different degree 
of service. These are called to be specialists in spiritual 
matters, in the art of living. They are set apart by God 
and man to be our prophets, seers, teachers, counselors; 
to speak to us of God, for God. 

So I am suggesting that all are called to “full-time Chris- 
tian service’; some apostles, some teachers, some labor- 
ers, all home-makers. Jesus calls to “full-time Christian 
service” in ordinary daily living, wherever a Christian is, 
whatever he does. That calls for personality, time, money, 
talents in full-time Christian service. That makes all Chris- 
tians co-laborers with God and with each other. That com- 
mits us all to a common task in an uncommon fellowship 
of creative living under God. That is just evidence of the 
Kingdom of God ‘‘on earth as it is in heaven,” for which 
we pray. 

2 








8 THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








wm Presbuter 
Outlook 


Established 1619 


Established 1819 
AUBREY N. BROWN 
Editor 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Co-Editor 
J. 8S. BROWN 
Business Manager 


Associate Editors 
J. M. Alexander J. A. MacLean, Jr. 
Wm. Crowe, Jr. Russell C. Stroup 
K. J. Foreman Holmes Rolston 
J. H. Marion, Jr. J. N. Thomas 
Mrs. Alexander Maitland 


Contributing Editors 


Wallace M. Alston Laurence F. Kinney 
H. Ray Anderson Albert Kissling 
Jesse H. Baird Julian Price Love 
J. Blanton Belk Wilbur LaRoe, Jr. 
Marion A. Boggs F. L. McCluer 
J. S. Bonnell R. J. McMullen 
Wm. M. Boyce P. D. Miller 
Frank H. Caldwell J. J. Murray 
McAlister Carson C. Ellis Nelson 
S.A. Cartledge Dunbar H. Ogden 
J. Harry Cotton Stuart R. Oglesby 
J. R. Cunningham E. B. Paisley 
Mrs. Andrew Dale 8S. J. Patterson, Jr. 
C. Grier Davis Frank W. Price 
D. H. Edington W. E. Price 
W.M. Elliott,Jr. J.A. Redhead 
R.A. Farnsworth Charles G. Rose 
B. Frank Hall Lewis J. Sherrill 
Mrs. E. F. Horine Henry Louis Smith 
KarlG.Hudsen George Summey 
T. Jones Graves H. Thompson 
earies L. King Charles J. Turck 
Continuing 
The Missionary (1819) . 
The Georgia Reporter (1826) 
The Charleston Observer (1827) 
Watchman of the South (1837) 
The Southern Presbyterian (1847) 
The N. C. Presbyterian (1858) 
The Southwestern Presbyterian (1869) 
The Texas Presbyterian (1892 
The Presbyterian of the South (1909) 
Subscription—$4.00 a year. 
Editorial and Business Offices 
403 East Franklin Street ; 
Dial 2-9492. Richmond 19, Virginia 











EDITORIAL 


Dr. Allan’s Articles 


You will find your time well spent 
in reading every word of Dr. Allan’s 
article which appears here this week 
and next. In it he has let his fine mind 
explore the situations which underlie 
the difficulties which have long been 
felt in the church and with his gift of 
clear expression he has written in such 
a way as to help every one of us get 
back of surface discussions about the 
Federal’ Council or Presbyterian Re- 
union. There we can consider what he 
calls, “The Real Issues That Divide 
Us,” with the fervent prayer that as 
we do, we may be more aware than we 
have ever been of the common loyalties 
which bind our hearts in Christian love. 





The Ban in New Jersey 


The brief news item on page three 
telling of the typical Roman Catholic at- 
titude as expressed by Bishop Vizcarra 
as he looks upon Protestant efforts in 
Spain—where the Roman church is 
dominant—is worth noting. In such 
situations, where the Catholic church is 
in the overwhelmjng majority, he says 
it is right and proper to exclude (he 


says, “impede”) what he calls “heretti- 
cal contagion” which had already been 
referred to as Protestant efforts. 

Meanwhile, we have seen interesting 
situations in Newark and Trenton, N. J. 
In high schools in both cities libraries 
were forbidden to provide copies of The 
Nation to their readers because three 
issues of this weekly carried articles 
felt to be critical of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. There was power on the 
school boards to ban the publication and 
it was banned. In Trenton and, no 
doubt, in many another city, such at- 
tention was directed to the articles in 
question that public libraries reported 
the magazine on its “best seller’ list 
and feared their copies would be worn 
out through reading before they could 
be bound. Trenton’s high school was 
not forced to cancel its subscription to 
The Nation, as was done in Newark. 

No doubt, students in these two cities 
and elsewhere who never heard of The 
Nation before now have been sent 
scampering with sharpened interest to 
read the articles. If so, then with even 
so serious an error as that of the New 
Jersey school boards, some good has 
come. 


Nashville, First Church 


Readers will follow the account of the 
difficulties now being faced in the First 
church of Nashville with deep regret 
(Page 3). For many years this church 
has occupied a place of great signifi- 
cance in the South and its influence has 
been far-reaching. 


We do not know the issues involved, 
but in this congregational affair or any 
other there are major considerations at 
stake which are much greater than 
those affecting simply one congregation. 
They affect the church at large and the 
world-wide Kingdom of Christ. They 
also make a profound impression upon 
the unevangelized masses. 


Therefore, we will do well to assure 
the leaders and members of the Nash- 
ville church that we join earnestly with 
them in the continuing prayer that dif- 
ferences of opinion may be resolved and 
that the one thing for which the church 
exists may be realized: The glory of God 
and our unreserved dedication to the 
will and spirit of Christ. 


Gandhi’s Great Spirit 


In the passing of Mahatma Gandhi 
the world has lost one of its spiritual 
seers. I still remember the thrill with 
which I read nearly twenty years ago 
Mahatma Gandhi's Ideas by C. F. An- 
drews. At the time he was just com- 
ing into prominence as leader of the 
civil disobedience program in India. 
There was much about Gandhi which 
did not fit into the picture of the mod- 
ern world. His emphasis upon spinning 
as a return to the village industry of 
India represents an impossibility in the 
modern world. The masses of India 
will be lifted, not by a return to a vil- 
lage life which cannot be recreated in 
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the modern world, but by a wise use of 
the tools of production to increase per- 
capita production. His refusal to eat 
meat, or to wear the clothes of the 
modern world, these and many other 
things in his life could hardly be held 
up for imitation by others. He ac- 
cepted the principles of the Sermon on 
the Mount but he did not fit into the 
picture of orthodox Christianity. 

As the world mourns the passing of 
Gandhi it is not on the negative aspects 
of his life but on the great principles 
for which he stood that we would fix 
our attention. He had a passionate 
love for liberty and he breathed this 
love of liberty into the hearts of the 
millions of India until India’s demand 
for independence could not be resisted. 
In his use of passive resistence he 
forged a weapon with which the op- 
pressed of the earth, through their own 
suffering without resort to violence, 
could wage war against injustice. His 
spinning and the simplicity of his dress 
are witness also to his complete inden- 
tification with the toiling, suffering 
masses of the world. His belief in the 
supremacy of the spiritual over the ma- 
terial was a justified protest against 
the absorption of the West in material 
values. 

Those of us who hold to the fulness 
of Christian truth must realize that 
Gandhi lived up to the truth as he saw 
it in a way that makes us ashamed of 
our allegiance to the light that we have. 

HOLMES ROLSTON. 


It Once Was Manageable 

I think more downright unhappiness 
and misery are caused by ill-temper in 
the home than by all the embezzlements, 
into which poor human nature falls. . 
The ill-tempered adult was once a child. 
The fault was once manageable. On 
parents and preceptors, then, a heavy 
responsibility lies, since theirs is the 
duty of training —-MARGARET SANGS- 
TER. 


An Extra Day 


(Meditation for February 29) 


An extra day! 

There’s a wonder 
Steals in the wake of its sheen; 
For the months seem torn asunder 
And an interlude come between. 


An extra day! 
And what of it? 
There is extra suff’ring and woe; 
The voice of the news cries above it— 
Hunger; rapine; gaudy show. 


An extra day! 
But around us 
Blessings more bounteous are shed; 
For a Father has sought and has found 
us 
In the path where our extra way led. 
—JULIAN PRICE LOVE. 
EDITORS’ NOTE—This is the second 
time since 1886 that February has had 
five Sundays, Last time was in 1920; 
next will be 1976. 
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HOPE GOES HER WAY 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“He has made me walk in darkness 
and not light. He has robbed me of 
happiness; so I said, Gone is my 
strength, and my hope in the Lord. But 
this I call to mind, and so I have hope: 
The Lord is my heritage, I said, there- 
fore will I hope in him.’’—From La- 
mentations 3 (Goodspeed). 


“When the woes of life o’ertake me, 
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy... .” 


The man and his Hope had come to 
the parting of their ways. 

“Do not go,” he begged. ‘‘How can 
I live without you?” 

“You do not know life till I am 
gone,” she said. 

“But you have lived with me these 
many years. I looked for your smile, 
you whispered in my dreams at night, 
I leaned on you by day.” 

“Those were the years of youth,”’ she 
answered. ‘“‘Those were the singing 
years. You needed me then. Now you 
must become a man.” 

“But I have been grown a long time.’’ 

“Not fully grown, or you would not 
weep to see me go.” 

“But how can I live without you?” 

“How can anyone live without me? 
Every man needs me, and I live with 
all. I live with the mother, hoping 
great things for a child who will bring 
her only shame. In how many sick- 
rooms and hospitals have I sat long by 
the bedside of those marked for death! 
I live in young minds dreaming of ro- 
mance, destined for lonely years; in the 
minds of the ambitious who die at 
last with empty hands; in the hearts 
of the millions who pray for peace while 
their rulers prepare for war.” 

“But your face is not the face of 
falsehood,” said the man. 

“My face is always the same,” she 
smiled. ‘‘And I have not always lied to 
you?” 

“No, no,” said the man. ‘‘You have 
often told the truth.” 

“Yes,” replied Hope. “I often do. 
Health returns to many who have lost 
it; many a child exceeds his mother’s 
expectations; the hands of the ambi- 
tious are often filled; romance can 
ripen into love; there have been true 
peacemakers on the earth, and there 
are still. But it is my destiny to speak 
truth and falsehood with equal grace. 
I was born with singing voice and smil- 
ing face, and if I speak what is false 
it is without malice, for my twin sister 
is Ignorance. Only in heaven am I 
always true, and always false only in 
hell.” 


“You do not go there?” said the 
man. 

“Yes, at times I must, that the outer 
darkness may be greater when I van- 
ish,” she said. 


“But you would not leave me in the 
dark, alone?” 

“You will not be alone. I will send 
my child to keep you company, one with 
a harsh name, but inwardly wise. Men 
call him Disillusionment. His face is 
scarred and solemn, but if you listen 
he will teach you truth. You will not 
be fully grown till you have lived with 
him.” 

“But you—you cannot go. Is it not 
written that hope abides?’”’ 


“The great apostle used my name, 
but he spoke of my elder sister,” said 
she. ‘‘There was One greater than an 
apostle, and when the hour of dark- 
ness came he did not speak of hope. 
For he went to a cross, and on every 
cross some hope must die. He had come 
to his own, and his own received him 
not. He stood in the shadows and 
wept—‘How often I would—but ye 
would not.’ He marveled at their un- 
belief. No, my name was never on his 
lips. And when it came his time to 
die, it was not me he left for comfort to 
his friends. It was my elder sister... 
and her name is Peace.” 


‘Never shall the Cross forsake me; 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy.” 





The “‘Third Force” in Europe 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





N FRANCE recently a combination of 
socialists and liberal Catholics under 
the leadership of a liberal Catholic 

Prime Minister took such resolute ac- 
tion against Communist disruption and 
strikes, that the outlines of what the 
French call “the third force’’ became 
apparent. 

This “third force’ is the middle 
ground of democracy against Commu- 
nism on the left and reaction on the 
right. In France it seemed for a while 
as if Communists would drive the whole 
of non-Communist France into the arms 
of DeGaulle. That was symbolic of a 
general situation in Europe, and in the 
world, for that matter. 

This situation may be described as 
the tendency of Communism to scare 
people into reactionary conservatism 
and of reactionary conservatism to drive 
the left into Communism. In this fatal 
swing of the pendulum, the democratic 
middle ground is destroyed. 

One reason why the democratic mid- 
dle ground has been so precarious in Eu- 
rope is because it is held by a combina- 
tion of socialists and Christian parties. 
The Christian parties, held together by 
common religious convictions, tend to 
include everything from extreme con- 
servatives to those who share similar 
economic convictions with democratic 
socialists. 

The reactionary wing of the Chris- 
tian parties prevents cooperation with 
the socialists. The socialists, on the 
other hand, usually have rather ‘‘dated”’ 
and mistaken notions about the neces- 
sity of fighting religion as a reactionary 
force. 

In France the movement headed by 
DeGaulle has taken the conservatives 
out of the Catholic party known as the 
M. R. P. (Mouvement Republicain 
Populaire) and has left people of the 
type of the Present Premier Robert 
Schuman and Foreign Minister Georges 
Bidault. Neither of these men can 
rightly be described as reactionary, as 


both Protestants and socialists, who 
make a priori judgments about Catho- 
lic politics, are inclined to do. The 
radical character of their political and 
economic convictions would probably 
scare most Americans. But they are 
deeply devoted to democratic ideals as 
well as to their Christian faith. 

Recent experiences with Communism 
have consolidated the uneasy alliance 
between this type of Christian and the 
democratic socialists. Thus the ‘third 
force’’ emerges as a possible stable basis 
for the survival of democracy. 


In other nations the situation is a 
little more complicated. In Italy for 
instance, the Catholic party is less 
democratic than in France. In Czecho- 
slovakia the socialists are still main- 
taining a united front with the Com- 
munists, though the front may not last 
much longer because the socialists are 
increasingly apprehensive about the 
Communist suppression of civil rights. 


It is therefore not certain that the 
“third force’’ will develop everywhere 
in Europe. But it is certain that some- 
thing like the development in France 
is required to save democracy on the 
continent. It is also necessary that we 
in America should understand what is 
going on and realize that our support 
of the “‘third force”’ is absolutely essen- 
tial— (Copyright 1948 by RNS.) 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Addition Is Made to 
Staff at Montreat 


Appalachia News Letter 


Developments at Montreat include the 
recent addition of Nicholas Watkins, of 
Atlanta, Ga., as comptroller and assis- 
tant treasurer, Mr. Watkins, a native 
of Missouri, was associated with Armour 
and Company, meat packers, for 45 
years. When he retired from the com- 
pany’s service in 1946 he was district 
auditor in charge of the territory in sev- 
eral southern states. He is a member 
of the Druid Hills church, Atlanta. Dr. 
McGregor, Montreat’s president, in a 
recent letter to the ministers of the 
church, says Montreat is “utterly de- 
pendent” upon the $40,000 annually for 
the next five years which was ordered 
by the 1947 General Assembly. The 
new hotel remains unfinished, he re- 
ports, with $200,000 borrowed for its 
construction in view of the Assembly’s 
five-year provision. Local churches are 
asked to give Montreat the full amount 
approved by the Assembly as 1948-49 
budgets are prepared. Says Dr. Mc- 
Gregor, ‘‘We have had a good year at 
Montreat despite difficulties. As I have 
visited many places in the interest of 
what our church is doing here, I have 
been greatly encouraged. I am fully 
persuaded that our church loves Mon- 
treat and will support it in a program 
that will mean more to the spiritual life 
of our entire church.” 


Visitation Evangelism Program 
Followed in Many Areas of Synod 


A vigorous movement in visitation 
evangelism has been reported in a good 
many sections of the Synod of Ap- 
palachia: Bristol, Chattanooga, Knox- 
ville, Richlands and _ others. Four 
churches in and near Bristol gained 134 
decisions in three days; 13 churches in 
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the Chattanooga area had 279 decisions 
in a week’s effort; eight Presbyterian, 
US, ministers joined 120 ministers of 
the Presbyterian, USA, church for a 
four-day school led by Guy Black, with 
500 decisions made in the Knoxville 
churches; after a week’s preaching by 
Ben L. Rose and visitation instruction 
by A. A. Freeman, the Richlands church 
has received more than 30 new mem- 
bers. 


Strong Leadership Given to 
Program of Progress Effort 

Knoxville Presbytery concentrated on 
Foreign Missions in January. Three 
regional supper meetings brought lay- 
men and young people the challenge of 
the task through C. Darby Fulton, 
speaking at Chattanooga First; William 
M. Elliott, Jr., and E. R..Arehart, mis- 
sionary to Brazil, in Knoxville; Colonel 
C. R. Endsley, headmaster of Tennessee 
Military Institute, at Middleboro; and 
Sidney Anderson, another missionary to 
Brazil, in other churches in this area. 
In Asheville Presbytery, Dr. L. Nelson 
Bell and C. Grier Davis are chairman 
and co-chairman, respectively, of the 
Program of Progress. Colonel Roy Le- 
Craw, PofP Director, and N. B. Ether- 
idge, Norfolk, Va., spoke to two meet- 
ings of Asheville Presbytery men re- 
cently. 


Building Projects Underway 
Here and There Over the Synod 


The Malvern Hills church in Asheville 
is building a new $20,000 structure. 
break ground for its new building in the 
Red Bank church, Chattanooga, has 
completed the basement of its new plant. 
Sequoyah Hills church, Knoxville, will 
early spring. Central church, Bristol, 
is in the midst of a campaign to raise 
$130,000 to re-locate its facilities. 
Bachman Memorial Home, Knoxville 
Presbytery’s orphanage, is being moved 
from Varner to Sweetwater, Tenn. A 
$125,000-campaign for funds is now in 
progress to facilitate this move. First 
church, Knoxville, went into a re 
decorated sanctuary for its Christmas 
services. Fairmount church, also in 
Knoxville, recently doubled the size of 
its lot and is now erecting a surplus 
cantonment building secured from near- 
by Oak Ridge. This will be used in the 
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educational and recreational program of 
the church. The Fountain City, Tenn., 
church expects to begin work on. its 
$90,000 sanctuary this year. 


Miscellany 

Following the 24th annual Bible con- 
ference held in the Norton, Va., church 
by Charles R. Erdman, noted Bible 
teacher of Princeton, the Abingdon 
Presbytery Bulletin said, ‘‘The Norton 
church was happy to express its fellow- 
ship with its sister church of the North 
by having this eminent and conserva- 
tive scholar of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, deliver its annual Bible lectures.” 
... J. Reed Miller, United Presbyterian 
minister, has begun his work as presi- 
dent of Knoxville College for Negroes. 

. . Henry Hitt Crane, Central Metho- 
dist church, Detroit, was the speaker at 
the University of Tennessee Convoca- 
tion in January. .. . Ellis Nelson, our 
church’s director of youth work, will 
speak to U. of T. students of all denomi- 
nations on February 22... Recent 
deaths include: J. T. Bailey, elder of 
the Canton, N. C., church, member of 
the home missions committee, and trus- 
tee of Mountain Orphanage; S. R. 
Crockett of the Hazelwood church. 

J. WALTER DICKSON, JR. 
Knoxville. 





SYNOD CORRESPONDENTS 





Correspondents for the year from the 
various synods are listed below. News 
items of more than local significance 
should be sent to them at least two weeks 
before the dates indicated. 

Alabama, R. B. McNeill, Fairfield High- 
lands, March 2. 

Appalachia, J. 
Knoxville, April 6. 

Arkansas, I. H. Williams, Monticello, 
April 6. 

Florida, Geo, H. Ricks, Miami, June 29. 

Georgia, S. R. Oglesby, Atlanta, Mar. 16. 

Kentucky, C. G. Gunn, Louisville, July 6. 

Louisiana, Warner DuBose, Jr., New Or- 
leans, April 13. 

Mississippi, R. S. Woodson, Yazoo City, 
May 11. 

Missouri, F. W. A. Bosch, Springfield, 
May 25. 

North Carolina, Paul Tudor Jones, High 
Point, March 30. 

Oklahoma, H. Grady James, Wewoka, 
April 27. 

Snedecor, A. R. Batchelor, Atlanta, Mar. 
16. 

South Carolina, Connolly Gamble, White- 
mire, March 9. 

Tennessee, A. Clarke Dean, Memphis, 
March 16. 

Texas, Gus J. Craven, Austin, May 4. 

Virginia, B. E. Bain, Lynchburg, Apr. 20. 

West Virginia, A. B. Montgomery, Jr., 
Charleston, April 13. 
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Student Work at LSU 
Faces Critical Need 


Louisiana News Letter 


The Synod of Louisiana may soon 
have a problem of a university work 
without a, building. The small frame 
building owned by the university, which 
has housed the Presbyterian student 
center for many years, is to be torn 
down to make way for necessary expan- 
sion. The University church owns a 
well-situated lot next to the campus 
but it has no building and now holds 
services and its church school in the 
Law building on the campus. Leaders 
in the synod are undertaking to raise 
a minimum of $100,000 for a building 
on this site. In April the appeal will 
be made in local churches and people 
close to the work say that unless the 
program is successful, student work at 
the state university will be in serious 
danger. 


LeCraw Says Problem Is to 
Wake Up Sleeping Church 

Roy LeCraw, director of the Assem- 
bly’s Program of Progress, told min- 
isters and laymen in the New Orleans 
area recently that his observation of 
the church during a year of travel in 
connection with his assignment con- 
vinces him that ‘‘we have not a prob- 
lem of raising money, but of waking 
up a church that is asleep.” In scat- 
tered places, he said, there are signs 
that the church is coming to life, and 
there is a chance that “the fire will 
spread until the whole church is doing 
what it is supposed to do.” 


Council of Churches Plans 
Evangelism Effort Next Fall 

The one-year-old New Orleans Coun- 
cil of Churches is planning a visitation 
evangelism campaign for next fall. Guy 
H. Black will direct the effort which 
looks forward to the assistance of di- 
rectors of evangelism from all the co- 
operating denominations as they work 
with their own groups. A census will 
be taken October 10-12 and the visita- 
tion week has been set for November 
7-11. An estimated 4,000 workers will 
be used for the census alone. 


Miscellany 

Judge Robert F. Kennon, active 
Presbyterian leader, who polled more 
than 100,000 votes in the recent gu- 
bernatorial race, has declined to sup- 
port either the reform candidate, Sam 
H. Jones, or the old-line organization’s 
Earl K. Long in the February 24 run- 
off. . . . A new pattern will be fol- 
lowed in the leadership school planned 
for New Orleans Presbytery. With five 
courses arranged, they will be offered, 
one course at a time, in separate weeks 
—one in March, another course in a 
week in April and still others in Sep- 
tember, October, November. . .. A. 
Hoyt Miller, after three months work 
with the Program of Progress in Louis- 
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fana, was scheduled to sail from New 
York for his mission field in the Congo 
in mid-February. The Gentilly 
and Lakeview churches, located in 
rapidly growing areas of New Orleans, 
are planning new buildings. . . . Eliza- 


similar position in the office of the 
executive secretary of the Presbytery 
of Lexington, Staunton, Va. . .. The 
St. Charles Avenue church, New Or- 
leans, has scheduled a week of serv- 
ices late in February with Peter Mar- 


beth Ogden, who has been serving as_ shall of Washington as the preacher. 
secretary of the Napoleon Avenue WARNER DuBOSE, JR. 
church in New Orleans, has accepted a New Orleans. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Joseph B. Mack, formerly pastor of 
Central church, Athens, Ga., was to as- 
sume the duties of superintendent of 
home missions for Knoxville Presbytery 
on February 18. His temporary address 
is at the Knoxville YMCA. 

Walter D. Langtry, Batesville, Miss., 
has been called to the Prytania Street 
church, New Orleans. 

Wade H. Harrell, Shelby, Miss., has 
accepted a call to become executive 
secretary of Savannah Presbytery, ef- 
fective this month. 








E. O. Harrell from Cameron, Texas, 
to Livingston, Texas. 


©. B. Yeargan, Jr., Fairfield, Texas, 
has accepted a call to the Alpine church, 
Longview, Texas. 

Ben F. Livingstone, Old Fort, N. C., 
has accepted a call to the Bayless 
church, Concord, N. C. 


J. B. Green from DeQueen, Ark., to 
Hernando, Miss., where he has become 
pastor of the Hernando and Byhalia 
churches. 


Donald H. Goshorn from Kenova, W. 
Va., to 5210 Noyes St., Charleston, W. 
Va. 

James Coad from Columbus, Ga., to 
Perryville, Ky., effective March 1. 

W. W. White from Plant City, Fla., 
to 311 Preston St., Auburndale, Fla. 

E. C. Williams from Beaumont, 
Texas, to Box 443, Giddings, Texas. 
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Arthur M. Field, Jr., has been tem- 
porarily delayed in going to China and 
has accepted a call to the pastorate of 
the St. Andrew’s church, Charleston, S. 
C. Address: Route 8, Box 864-C, 
Charleston. 

William B. Ward, Elkins, W. Va., has 
been called to the pastorate of the First 
church, Spartanburg, S. C. 

Henry FE. Acklen from Austin, Texas, 
to Presley Manse, N. Pine St., Green- 
ville, Ala. 


RELIGIOUS EMPHASIS WEEK 


Joseph Haroutunian, McCormick Semi- 
nary professor of Chicago, will be the 
Religious Emphasis Week speaker at 
Southwestern in Memphis, February 22- 
24. 

Sam H. Zealy, Washington, N. C., will 
speak daily at Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege, Maxton, N. C., February 23-29. 

Raymond I. Lindquist, Orange, N. J., 
was to be the Religious Emphasis Week 
speaker at Westminster College, Fulton, 
Mo., February 16-20. 


ORDAINED 


Hilton Seals of Raeford, N. C., stu- 
dent worker in the Chapel Hill, N. C., 
church, was ordained to the ministry by 
a commission of Orange Presbytery, 
February 8. 


HELPING ABROAD 


Elmer G. Homrighausen, Princeton 
Seminary professor and chairman of the 
Federal Council’s department of evan- 
gelism, is in Europe to plan the forma- 
tion of a permanent department of 
evangelism for the World Council of 
Churches. 


TO RETIRE 


Mark A. Dawber, executive of the 
Home Missions Council of North 
America, has announced his intention 
to retire in January, 1949. He has 
served in his present position for ten 
years, 


WANTS LEPER MEMORIAL 

New York. (RNS)—Eugene R. Kel- 
lersberger, general secretary of the 
American Mission to Lepers here, has 
issued an appeal that the Protestant 
church on Molokai, Hawaii, and the 
graves of early Protestant workers and 
leprosy patients be made a memorial. 
Dr. Kellersberger, on a world tour to 
study Christian leprosy missions, said 
the church, built in 1870 at Kalawao, 
Molokai, and the churchyard are both 
neglected, ‘“‘to the shame and dishonor 
of those of us who are Protestant.’’ He 
said the Roman Catholic church built 
at Molokai by the famed Father Damien 
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was cared for by the Territorial Govern- 
ment, 


ALEXANDRIA AWARD 

Clifford R. Johnson, pastor of the 
Westminster church, Alexandria, Va., 
has received the award of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce as Alexandria’s 
outstanding young man in 1947. Mr. 
Johnson is chairman of the Health and 
Hospital Committee of the Council of 
Social Agencies, vice-president of the 
board of the Community Health Center, 
member of the Red Cross board, the 
Community Chest Budget Committee 
and the Lions Club. 


WORLD COUNCIL DELEGATES 


Delegates and alternates to the first 
Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches to be held in Amsterdam, Hol- 
land, next August 22 to September 5, in- 
clude the following from the Presby- 
terian Church, US: Delegates: John R. 
Cunningham, Davidson, N. C.; Homer 
McMillan, Atlanta, Ga.; Mrs. C. S. Har- 
rington, Houston, Texas; Alternates: J. 
R. McCain, Decatur, Ga.; ©. L. King, 
Houston, Texas; Donald W. Richardson, 
Richmond, Va. 





We Presbyterians 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND 





WIL R. JOHNSON 


For a quarter of a century Wil R. 
Johnson. has been the pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Galveston, 
Texas, but it was a circumlocuitous 
route that brought him from Australia 
by way of the Methodist and Congrega- 
tional churches to a leading pastorate 
in the Southern Presbyterian Church. 

Starting out as a candidate for the 
Methodist ministry, Dr. Johnson was 
ordained by the Congregational asso- 
ciation of Chicago. He spent four 
years as a Methodist home missionary 
back in his native Australia, and began 
his ministry in the Southern Presby- 
terian Church when he accepted a call 
to the Missionary Ridge Presbyterian 
Church of Chattanooga, Tenn., in 1917. 
World War I interrupted this pasto- 
rate as the young Australian felt the 
call of service with the Y. M. C. A. in 
which he remained until 1921. Before 
accepting a call from the Galveston 
Church, Dr. Johnson had a brief min- 
istry at the-Moore Memorial Church of 
Nashville, Tenn. Recognized as an au- 
thor, a traveller, and a preacher of 
power, Wil R. Johnson still serves the 
congregation of this Gulf-port church, 
and the many vacationists who crowd 
its beaches. Apparently his ministry 
in the Methodist and Congregational 
churches did not weaken his orthodoxy, 
for his reputation is that of a defender 
of the faith once delivered unto the 
saints. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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The World Mission of the Church 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 29 


Romans 10:8-15; Ephesians 3:8-12 


In the present series of lessons we 
have thought about God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit and 
something of what each of these three 
persons of the Godhead means to those 
of us who believe. Last week we con- 
sidered the fellowship of Christians one 
with another. This week we go on to 
study the world mission of the church. 
The first of the two passages chosen for 
our study emphasizes the mission of the 
church to proclaim the Gospel; the sec- 
ond passage emphasizes its mission to 
realize the Gospel in its own body and 
thus to manifest and commend it to the 
world. 


I. To Proclaim the Gospel, 
Romans 10:8-15 


Paul’s letter to the Romans was writ- 
ten in Corinth toward the end of his 
third missionary journey and was in- 
tended to prepare the way for his antici- 
pated visit to Rome. In the passage 
chosen for our study, Paul speaks of 
four things: 

1. The availability of the Gospel, 6-8. 
In these two verses Paul takes certain 
phrases found in Deut. 30:12-13, which 
appears to have been a favorite passage 
with the Jews, and applies them very 
freely to the Gospel. In the original 
passage the words had meant, ‘“‘The Law 
which I command you is not far off; 
it is not in heaven, so that you will have 
to ask, who will go up to bring it down 
for us; neither is it across the seas, so 
that you will have to send someone to 
bring it from a distance; on the con- 
trary, it is very near, and not at all 
hard to attain.” 

That same thought, Paul suggests, 
can be applied to the Gospel. There is 
no need to go up into heaven to bring 
down the Messiah, for he has become 
man and dwelt among us. There is no 
need to search the deeps, for Christ 
though crucified and buried, is risen 
from the dead. You do not have to 
search for the truth about God, he con- 
tinues in vs. 8, you do not have to work 
out your own salvation painfully, and 
uncertainly, for both are freely offered 
to you in the Gospel. The word of God 
is near you, on your lips, and in your 
heart. And that word is the message 
of faith, the Gospel, which we preach 
throughout the world: Believe and you 
shall be saved. 

The fact is so familiar to us that we 
do not realize the wonder of it; the 
glorious fact that we do not have to 
seek God, but that He seeks us, that 
when the Gospel is presented His Spirit 


draws our hearts toward him, and that 
all we have to do is to open our hearts 
to Him, and to respond to His call. And 
that leads us to consider 


2. The fundamentals of the Gospel, 
9-10. The power of the Gospel lies in 
two facts: first, the fact that Jesus is 
Lord, i. e., divine; and two, the fact that 
he has been raised from the dead; first, 
the incarnation, and second, the resur- 
rection. The Gospel which we proclaim 
is based on the fact that in one supreme 
moment of human history God was 
uniquely present in the person of Jesus 
of Nazareth, and that God revealed him- 
self in him, as Divine Savior and Lord. 
The revelation of God in Christ, the 
redemption of God through Christ, 
reached its climax in the resurrection. 
In the first of his notable series of com- 
mentaries, John Calvin wrote: 


“Express mention is made only of 
Christ’s resurrection, which must not be 
so taken, as though his death was of no 
moment, but because Christ, by rising 
again, completed the whole work of our 
salvation; for though redemption and 
satisfaction were effected by his death, 
through which we are reconciled to 
God; yet the victory over sin, death, and 
Satan was attained by his resurrection; 
and hence also came righteousness, new- 
ness of life, and the hope of a blessed 
immortality. And thus is resurrection 
alone often set before us as the assur- 
ance of our salvation, not to draw away 
our attention from his death, but be- 
cause it bears witness to the efficacy and 
fruit of his death; in short, his resur- 
rection includes his death.’’ 


In addition it is the resurrection 
which assures us that Jesus is a living 
Savior. To the first generation of be- 
lievers and to all who have come after 
them, Jesus is not a figure of the dead 
past. He is a living Companion who 
guides them as they face life’s problems, 
who gives them courage and strength 
as they face the duties of life, who as- 
sociates them with himself ‘‘in a fellow- 
ship dedicated and empowered to con- 
tinue and vastly extend the work which 
he had begun,” and who raises them to 
his own life with God. 


But if we are to realize the power of 
this Gospel we must believe with our 
hearts and confess with our lips. In 
our speech today the heart stands for 
the affections or emotions. But to the 
Jew it represented the whole spiritual 
man—what we mean by heart and mind 
and will. Saving faith is not a matter 
of the intellect alone, believing some- 
thing as true; it is not a matter of the 
intellect plus the emotions, being kindly 
disposed toward God and man; it is in- 
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tellect, plus feeling, plus willing. We 
must believe of course, and we must be 
kindly disposed toward God and man, 
but in addition we must trust and we 
must obey. As Herbert L. Willett has 
put it in the 20th Century Quarterly, be- 
lieving with our hearts is ‘“‘not a casual, 
‘Sure, I know that,’ but a profound con- 
viction that motivates (our) conduct.” 
We must believe with our hearts and 
we must confess with our lips. Why 
confess? First, says James Hastings, in 
The Great Texts of the Bible, because 


“Confession of faith is necessary to 
the salvation of others. It has pleased 
God to make the saving of men de- 
pendent on the work and activity of 
those who are already saved, and there 
is not a single part of that work more 
important or more fruitful in results 
than the open confession ‘with the 
mouth.’ ... But the confession is also 
necessary to our own salvation. It is 
true we are saved by faith alone, but 
it is also true we are not saved, and 
cannot be saved, by faith that is alone. 
A faith kept to itself, confined within 
the soul, denied all expression, will soon 
cease to live. All deep emotion requires 
some kind of outward manifestation, or 
the emotion itself will die away. John 
Stuart Mill said that his father ‘starved 
his feelings by denying them expres- 
sion,’ and what is true of human feel- 
ing is even truer of those more sacred 
feelings the heart has for Christ. To 
believe in Jesus and never to speak to 
any single soul about him, to lock up 
the secrets of faith in our own heart, is 
not only to imperil the salvation of 
others, it is to endanger our own.” 


Paul says, “If you confess with your 
lips and believe in your hearts, you will 
be saved.”’ Salvation in the New Testa- 
ment is a process that begins now and 
is completed in the life hereafter. The 
salvation that begins now is a salvation 
from sin and also a salvation from 
anxiety, sorrow and fear. It means that 
we are growing in holiness and also that 
we are gaining more of that peace which 
the world cannot give, and which the 
world cannot take away. The goal is 
expressed in Washington Gladden’s 
great hymn: 


O Master, let me walk with Thee, 
In lowly paths of service free; 

Tell me Thy secret; help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care. 


Help me the slow of heart to move 

By some clear, winning word of love; 
Teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
And guide them in the homeward way. 


Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee 

In closer, dearer company, 

In work that keeps faith sweet and 
strong, 


In trust that triumphs over wrong; 


In hope that sends a shining ray 

Far down the future’s broadening way; 
In peace that only Thou canst give, 
With Thee, O Master, let me live, 


3. The Universality of the Gospel, 11- 
13. Verse 11 is quoted from Isaiah with 
the addition of the word “everyone,” 
which Paul adds to bring out the point 
on which emphasis is now to be laid, the 
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universality of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

“There is no distinction between Jew 
and Greek.” In chapter 3 Paul had 
made this same statement, meaning that 
there was no distinction between them 
in regard to sin. He uses it here to in- 
dicate that the same invitation is ex- 
tended to them both, the same opportu- 
nity is open to both: “The same Lord 
is Lord of all and bestows his riches 
upon all who call upon him.” This, 
Paul adds, is in accordance with the 
well-known passage from Joel 2:32, 
“everyone who calls upon the name of 
the Lord will be saved.’’ And so today. 
Black and white, rich and poor, Ameri- 
cans and Germans and Russians and 
Japanese, we have the same need, we 
are offered the same Savior and Lord— 
there is no distinction. And this leads 
us to consider 

4. The Obligation of the Gospel, 14- 
15. Everyone who invokes the name of 
the Lord shall be saved, and therefore, 
Paul concludes, the conditions of such 
invocation must be put within reach of 
everyone. For men cannot call on him 
in whom they have not believed, and 
they cannot believe in him of whom they 
have not heard, and they cannot hear 
unless someone proclaims the good 
news, and men cannot proclaim the 
good news ulless they are sent. There 
is no escape from Paul’s logic. It is our 
responsibility to see that men are sent 
to preach the Gospel at home and 
abroad. We do this best as we support 
the total program of the church, which 
provides for the support of the local 
church, for home missions and for for- 
eign missions, for Christian education 
in all of its various aspects, and for 
other phases of the church’s work, all 
of which are essential if men are to be 
won for Christ and trained in Christian 
living. And for our church just now it 
means support of the Program of Pro- 
gress, on which the advance of our 
church is dependent in these crucial 
years through which we are passing. 


Ii. To Manifest the Gospel, Ephesians 
3:8-12 


The letter to the Ephesians, written 
toward the close of Paul’s life, deals 
with the church in relation to God’s 
eternal plan for the universe. In 1:3- 
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14, we read that God has chosen us in 
Christ before the foundation of the 
world that we might be holy and with- 
out blemish before him in love; but this 
is only a prelude to his ultimate pur- 
pose, which is “to unite all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on 
earth.” (1:10.) 

In the rest of chapter one and in 
chapters two and three, Paul describes 
four important steps in the realization 
of this glorious end, that far-off divine 
event toward which all creation moves. 
The first step was the resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead (1:15-23). The 
second step is the salvation of the in- 
dividual, through the power of the risen 
Christ (2:1-10). The third step in the 
realization of God’s great plan for the 
universe is the formation of the church, 
in which human differenees are tran- 
scended, and men actually become one 
in Christ (2:11-22). The particular 
difference of which Paul speaks is the 
difference between the Jew and the Gen- 
tile, because that was the greatest prob- 
lem in his own time, It is quite plain 
that if he were speaking in our own day 
he would speak of the differences in 
race and nationality and class which 
divide our modern world. Two facts 
stand out. Brotherhood can only be- 
come actual when men know themselves 
to be, and do in fact become, sons of 
God, Within the church that brother- 
hood must become an actual fact. That 
is the fourth step in the realization of 
God’s eternal plan for the universe— 
the transcendence of human difference, 
the realization of man’s essential unity 
in Christ within the church, and the 
manifestation of that unity in the 
church to all the world. And that is 
the point emphasized in Eph. 3:8-10. 

Paul states here that he has a two- 
fold mission. First, ‘‘to preach unto 
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ.”” This responsibility, which is 
the primary responsibility of the church, 
we have just considered. Not all of us 
are called to preach in person as Paul 
was called, but we are expected to sup- 
port the church in its preaching mission, 
to see that ministers are sent unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth. To preach 
“the unsearchable riches of Christ.” 
Unsearchable because they can never be 
fully explored; the limits cannot be dis- 
covered because they are without limits. 
Every generation of men, every individ- 
ual, even of the most diverse type, and 
in every period of his life, childhood, 
youth, maturity, and through all of his 
changing needs, from birth even unto 
death, finds new meaning in God’s grace 
through Jesus Christ. 

But it is the second part of Paul’s 
mission which is emphasized here—‘‘to 
make all men see what is the plan of 
the mystery (i. e., the secret) hidden 
for ages in God,” but now revealed 
through Jesus Christ. The plan to 
which he refers is the one which he has 
just discussed, the plan to unite all 
things in Christ. To talk about this 
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plan is not enough. Men must be made 
to see it. But how can men be led to 
see that. But to see that God is striving 
to make all things one in Christ? They 
are to see it in process of realization 
within the church, says Paul. “That 
through the church the manifold (i. e., 
the richly varied) wisdom of God might 
now be made known” not only to men 
on earth but to whatever spiritual 
powers there be in heaven itself. In 
the church the brotherhood of man 
begins to be realized. The church thus 
becomes ‘‘not only the herald of God’s 
all-embracing peace to the ears of men, 
but its visible embodiment in the eyes 
of men and of angels. Its very existence 
was a memorial of divinely appointed 
barriers divinely broken down, and a 
living sign of a Will and a Power which 
(will) work on till the victory of love 
(is) universal and complete. Neither 
to angels nor to men (are) the last re- 
sources of the manifold Wisdom as yet 
disclosed; but a sufficient pledge of the 
‘unsearchable riches’ contained in it 
(is) already given in the Gospel and in 
the living community created by the 
Gospel.”” (Cambridge Bible.) 

In the first three chapters of this 
Epistle Paul describes God’s eternal 
plan for the universe through the 
church; in the last three chapters he 
sets forth certain practical consequences 
for the church in the light of this great 
purpose. The first responsibility as we 
saw last week is ‘‘to maintain the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”” And 
today that means ‘‘to recover the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” In 
addition we must seek to overcome 
those barriers of race, nationality, and 
class which further divide the body of 
Christ and so greatly weaken our testi- 
mony in the world. The church cannot 
expect the world to heed its message of 
brotherhood, if brotherhood is not prac- 
ticed among its own members; it can- 
not expect to heal the divisions that 
plague mankind if it does not first heal 
the divisions that plague its own body. 

Henry Sloane Coffin, returning from 
a trip to the Far East, reported for ex- 
ample: 


“So acute was the feeling on the mat- 
ter of racial equality among all Indians, 
Christian and non-Christian, that I am 
persuaded that our discriminations on 
the basis of color constitute a major 
obstacle to the advance of the Christian 
faith. They grant that the caste system 
is a similar set of social segrations. But 
the Christian Gospel proclaims itself 
supra-racial, and when the church in 
practice permits these discriminations 
and fails boldly to combat them her 
message is scorned as a sham and de- 
spised as impotent.” (God Confronts 
Man in History.) 


What is the world mission of the 
church? It is first to preach the un- 
searchable riches of Christ, and second 
to manifest the meaning of Christian 
brotherhood within its own ranks, on 
which the success of the proclamation so 
largely depends. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE PASTORAL EPISTLES, by Bur- 
ton Scott Easton. has. Scribners’ 
sons, New York. 237 pages. $3.00. 

Dr. Easton has been professor of New 
Testament at General Theological Semi- 
nary, New York, since 1919. This book 
is a brief commentary written primarily 
for non-technical readers. The author 
is a well recognized authority in his 
field, and his commentary shows the re- 
sult of diligent study. The first 35 
pages deal with matters of introduction, 
and the last 67 contain rather detailed 
studies of important words. 

Dr. Easton does not believe that the 
Pastorals were written by Paul, but by 
a Pastor whom he describes as follows: 
“He was a devoted believer in Jesus 
Christ, an ardent admirer of Paul, even 
though he often misunderstands him, 
suspicious of abstract ‘theologigizing,’ 
morally earnest to the last degree but 
aware of the limitations of human na- 
ture, gifted with a keen eye for actuali- 
ties and endowed with the priceless gift 
of common sense.” With this belief, 
then, he sees many contradictions be- 
tween the Pastorals and the Pauline 
Epistles. In spite of this, though, there 
are many fine things in the commentary, 
even for the reader who does not agree 
with the non-Pauline approach taken by 
the author: Ss. A. CARTLEDGE. 

Decatur, Ga. 
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THE HEART OF THE YALE LEC- 
TURES. By Batsell Barrett Baxter. 
The Macmillan Company, New York. 
xiii and 332 pp., $2.50. 

When a book of 345 pages professes 
to present the heart of 66 other full- 
sized volumes, one is inclined to ques- 
tion either the depth or the comprehen- 
siveness of the work. Here, however, 
is a volume which claims to make just 
such a presentation of the 66 volumes 
that comprise the Lyman Beecher Lec- 
tures on preaching which have been de- 
livered at Yale, and one which makes 
good that claim with such insight and 
breadth of scope that the reader com- 
pletes the final page with a feeling of 
mingled surprise, satisfaction, and com- 
mendation. 

Dr. Baxter, indeed, does more than 
his title claims. In his closing chapter, 
he presents a composite picture of the 
theory of persuasion set forth by the 
Yale lecturers and compares this with 
the theory of persuasion advanced by a 
number of leading secular rhetoricians, 
both ancient and modern. He clearly 
shows that for both groups the basic 
principles remain the same. 

Several features combine to make this 
an unusually helpful book on homiletics. 
Its source material is of the best. It is 
well-organized, dealing in succession 
with each of the elements of effective 
preaching. It abounds in well-chosen 
quotations from the Yale lectures, quo- 
tations so arranged and so linked with 
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apt comments as to form interesting and 
helpful units. Its author writes from a 
background of discriminating familiar- 
ity not only with the Yale lecturers but 
also with the best of secular rhetori- 
cians. 

This book deserves not only a wide 
reading; it deserves repeated readings. 

ROBERT WHITE KIRKPATRICK. 
Richmond, Va. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


Break Up The Night. Wallace M. Alston. 
John Knox Press. $2.00. 

When You’re Married. William B. Ward. 
John Knox Press. .50c. 


Boys’ Book of Gra-¥. YMCA, Association 
Press. $1.00. 


God and Men. Herbert H. Farmer. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.00. 

Look at the Missionary. Winburn T. 
Thomas. Friendship Press. .75. 

Psychology for Pastor and People. John 
Sutherland Bonnell. Harper & Brothers. 
$2.50. 

Discovering Wayside Treasures. Wil- 
liam N. Hutchins. The Judson Press. $2.00. 

Pillars of Faith. Nels F. S. Ferre. Har- 
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The second revision of The Book 
of Common Worship, prepared by a 
committee headed by Dr. Hugh 
Thomson Kerr, was approved by the 
General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, USA, May 26, 1944, and 
by the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, May 28, 1946. 
Since the Psalter and Ancient Hymns 
and Canticles have been omitted be- 
cause they are in The Hymnal 
(1933), the book has been kept in a 
convenient size. 

Five complete orders of prayer are 
provided for the one constant Order 
of Morning Worship—a _ different 
form of prayers for each Sunday of 
the month. In the Funeral Service, 


8 North Sixth Street 





The New Revised Version 


THE BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP 


unity and completeness have been 
sought in the prayers, which include 
the same elements arranged in the 
for Sunday 


same order as_ those 


morning. 


New additions to The Book of 
Common Worship include two orders 
of prayer for children’s services; 
two for young people; two Orders 
for the Service Preparatory to Holy 
Communion; and a number of Lita- 
nies. The Order of Holy Communion 
provides a complete and unified serv- 
ice, in addition to the service for 
the celebration of the Lord’s Sup- 
per of the previous editions of The 
Book of Common Worship. 


Rie na yee’ PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 





Limp leather binding, stamped in 
gold, round corners, gold edges, two 
ribbon markers, 44%” x 6 17/16”. 
Boxed, $3.50. 

Fabrikoid edition, two ribbon mark- 
ers. Boxed, $2.00. 

Pew edition, bound in green cloth. 


$1.35 each; 85 cents each in quan- 
tities. 


1814 Main Street 
Dallas 1, Texas 
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